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(54) ORGANIC ELECTROLYTE CAPACITOR 

(57) A organic electrolytic capacitor comprising a 
positive electrode, a negative electrode and an aprotic 
organic solvent of a lithium salt as an electrolytic solu- 
tion, wherein a positive electrode active material is ca- 
pable of reversibly holding lithium ions and anions, a 
negative electrode active material is capable of revers- 
ibly holding lithium ions, the negative electrode active 



material has three times or more capacitance per unit 
weight as the positive electrode active material, the 
weight of the positive electrode active material is larger 
than the weight of the negative electrode active material, 
and the negative electrode is provided with lithium de- 
posited thereon in advance. Ease of manufacture, high 
capacity and high withstanding voltage are achieved 
with this constitution. 
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Description 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

5 [0001] The present invention relates to an organic electrolytic capacitor having high voltage, high energy density, 
high output characteristic and high safety. 

BACKGROUND ART 

10 [0002] Secondary battery comprising a positive electrode made of an electrically conductive polymer, an oxide of a 
transition metal or the like and a negative electrode made of metal lithium or a lithium alloy have been proposed for 
use in place of Ni-Cd battery and lead acid battery, to take advantage of high energy density. 

[0003] These secondary batteries, however, have such a problem that the capacity drops significantly due to dete- 
rioration of the positive electrode or the negative electrode after repeated charges and discharges, resulting in per- 
15 formance unsatisfactory for practical use. Deterioration of the negative electrode, in particular, is accompanied by the 
generation of lichen-like lithium crystal called dendrite, that eventually penetrates a separator as charge and discharge 
cycles are repeated, resulting in short-circuiting in the battery and, in some cases, leads to a safety problem such as 
the explosion of the battery. 

[0004] For the purpose of solving the problems described above, such a battery has been proposed as a carbon 
20 material such as graphite is used as the negative electrode and a metal oxide including lithium such as LiCo0 2 is used 
as the positive electrode. This battery is the so-called rocking chair type battery which is charged after being assembled 
so as to supply lithium from the metal oxide including lithium of the positive electrode to the negative electrode and 
return lithium from the negative electrode to the positive electrode during discharge, and is called the lithium ion sec- 
ondary battery distinguishing it from the lithium battery that employs metal lithium, since only lithium ions are involved 
25 in the charge and discharge processes, without using metal lithium in the negative electrode. This battery is charac- 
terized by high voltage, high capacity and high safety. 

[0005] However, cycle life of the lithium ion secondary battery is said to be about 1 000 cycles, since the metal oxide 
including lithium used as the positive electrode active material and graphite used as the negative electrode active 
material repeat expansion and contraction every time the battery is charged and discharged. Also because graphite 
30 of the negative electrode has a layered structure, response of lithium ions to quick charge or discharge (charge/dis- 
charge with a large current) is slow and metal lithium may precipitate on the surface of the negative electrode graphite 
during charging which poses a danger. Consequently, the separator is required to have a certain level of strength which 
is determined by needle piercing test. Efforts are also made in relation to the circuit so as to prevent large current from 
flowing. 

35 [0006] The lithium ion secondary battery is used mainly in cellular phones and laptop computers, and is under demand 
to further increase the energy density. Measures studied for this purpose are mainly to increase the discharge capacity 
of the positive electrode and the negative electrode, improve the charge and discharge efficiency and increase the 
electrode density. When designing a cell in general, the thickness and density of each electrode are determined so 
that the charge stored in the positive electrode and the charge stored in the negative electrode become equal. As a 

40 result, discharge capacity of the cell is determined by the charge anddischarge efficiency of the positive electrode or 
the negative electrode, whichever the lower, so that the higher the charge and discharge efficiency, the larger the cell 
capacity. 

[0007] The present inventors are developing a lithium ion secondary battery that employs a polyacene-based organic 
semiconductor (hereinafter referred to as PAS), and have invented a secondary battery having a high energy density 

45 by the method disclosed in Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication (Kokai) No. 6-203833. The PAS used in the 
negative electrode of the present invention has higher capacity than a negative electrode made of graphite, but has 
charge and discharge efficiency as low as 60% to 80% which makes it impossible to achieve a high capacity of the 
cell by the same design method as that of the ordinary lithium ion secondary battery. Accordingly, the present inventors 
have achieved a higher capacity by causing lithium to be deposited on the negative electrode PAS in advance by the 

50 method disclosed in Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication (Kokai) No. 8-7928. 

[0008] In the case of ordinary design, 100% of the negative electrode capacity can be utilized but only about 60% 
to 80% of the positive electrode capacity can be utilized. By having lithium deposited on the negative electrode PAS 
in advance, it is made possible to utilize 1 00% of the discharge capacity of both the positive electrode and the negative 
electrode, thus achieving higher capacity. At the 35th Battery Conference held in November 1 994, the present inventors 

55 reported a lithium ion secondary battery having energy density as high as 450 Wh/I achieved by this method. 

[0009] Recently as the environmental problems attract the public concerns, vigorous efforts have been made to 
develop renewable energy storage systems based on solar or wind power generation, distributed power sources in- 
tended to level off the load on the electric power supply, and power sources (main source and auxiliary source) for 
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electric automobiles that would replace the gasoline-powered automobiles. While lead acid batteries have been used 
to power the electrical devices of the automobile, new power sources are called for in view of energy density and output 
power density, as the automobile comes to be equipped with ever increasing electric devices such as power window 
and stereo. 

5 [0010] The lithium ion secondary battery described above has been researched as a promising power source having 
high capacity and there are already some products having been commercialized, but there remain problems related 
to safety, cycle life and output characteristic. Therefore, electric double layer capacitor (the rest is shortened to EDLC) 
has also been attracting attention. The EDLC is an electric device widely used as the power source for memory backup 
of IC and LSI, and is considered to have a position somewhere between the battery and the capacitor. The EDLC 

10 employs polarizing electrode based mainly on active carbon for both the positive electrode and the negative electrode, 
and is characterized primarily by high output characteristic and maintenance-free performance which are not achieved 
by the lithium ion battery and the nickel-hydrogen battery, as the EDLC has excellent instantaneous charge and dis- 
charge characteristic, although the discharge capacity per one charge is lower than that of a battery, and can endure 
ten to hundred thousand cycles of charge and discharge. 

15 [0011] Although researches are being made on the application of the EDLC to the electric vehicle by taking advantage 
of the above-mentioned merits, it has not reach the practical level since typical energy density of the EDLC is around 
3 to 4 Wh/I which is smaller by two factors than that of the lithium ion battery, It is said that energy density must be 6 
to 1 0 Wh/I to be considered practical, and 20 Wh/I to become popular, for the application of the EDLC to the electric 
vehicle (Fujio MATSUI, 39th Electrical Chemistry Seminar, November 1999). 

20 [0012] Capasitance C of the EDLC is given by C = / e/(47i5)dS, where e is the dielectric constant of the electrolytic 
solution, 6 is the distance from the electrode interface to the ion center, and S is the surface area of the electrode 
interface. In order to make a capacitor having a high capacity and solve the problems described above, it is most 
important to pack a large amount of active material in a cell, namely to increase the bulk density of the electrode, and 
increase the specific surface area of the active material as will be evident from the equation shown above. However, 

25 there is a limit to the effect of increasing in the capacity by optimizing the micro-pore structure of the active material, 
since the specific surface area and the bulk density are inversely proportional to each other. 

[0013] Another approach that can be conceived for increasing the capacity is setting the charge voltage higher. While 
the EDLC is charged typically at 2.5 V, energy density can be increased if the capacitor can be charged with a higher 
voltage. If the capacitor can be charged at 3. 3 V, for example, energy density can be increased 1 .7 times since the 
30 amount of energy is proportional to the square of voltage. When the charge voltage is set higher, however, charge 
voltage of the positive electrode increases and causes the electrolytic solution to be oxidized and decompose, resulting 
in shorter lifetime and higher internal resistance due to the generation of gas, deterioration of the electrode and other 
cause, thus losing the advantages of the EDLC. 

[0014] In the meantime, the present inventors have developed a capacitor that employs PAS for the positive electrode 
35 and the negative electrode and has been commercialized. Although this capacitor has a capacity higher than that of 
EDLC that employs active carbon, it does not satisfy the requirements for capacity required in the application to the 
electric vehicle. 

[0015] The present inventors have also commercialized a coin type PAS capacitor which employs PAS having lithium 
deposited on the negative electrode in advance and has nominal voltage of 3.3 V. 
40 [0016] However, this capacitor does not provide sufficiently high capacity despite the design to increase the with- 
standing voltage of a capacitor having 2.5 V specification to 3.3 V. 

[0017] Specifically, capacitance of the 3.3 V class PAS capacitor that has been commercialized is comparable to 
that of the aforementioned capacitor (2.5V) that employs PAS in the positive electrode and the negative electrode (for 
example, PAS621 which is a coin type capacitor comprising positive electrode and negative electrode that are made 
45 of PAS and a cell that is 6 mm in diameter and 2.1 mm in height has capacity of 0.3F, while PAS621 L of the same size 
which employs positive electrode made of PAS and negative electrode made of PAS having lithium deposited thereon 
in advance has capacity of 0.36F only 1 .2 times the former), and has low output characteristic, thus unable to solve 
the aforementioned problems. 

50 DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

[0018] In light of the problems described above, the present inventors have intensively studied and completed the 
present invention and an object thereof is to establish a method for achieving high capacity and high withstanding 
voltage with easy manufacturing process and to provide an organic electrolytic capacitor having such performance. 
55 [001 9] Another object of the present invention is to provide an organic electrolytic capacitor having excellent charge 
and discharge characteristic. Further another object of the present invention is to provide an organic electrolytic ca- 
pacitor that is capable of repeating charge and discharge operations over an extended period of time and is excellent 
in safety. Further another object of the present invention is to provide an organic electrolytic capacitor that has a low 
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internal resistance. Further another object of the present invention is to provide an organic electrolytic capacitor that 
can be manufactured easily. Other objects of the present invention will become apparent from the description that 
follows. 

[0020] In order to achieve the objects described above, the organic electrolytic capacitor of the present invention 
5 employs such a method and constitution as described below. The organic electrolytic capacitor comprises a positive 
electrode, a negative electrode and an aprotic organic solvent of lithium salt used as the electrolytic solution, wherein 
the positive electrode active material is capable of reversibly holding lithium ions and anions, the negative electrode 
active material is capable of reversibly holding lithium tons, the negative electrode active material has three times or 
more capacitance per unit weight as the positive electrode active material, the weight of the positive electrode active 
10 material is larger than the weight of the negative electrode active material, and the negative electrode is charged with 
lithium deposited thereon in advance. Vigorous efforts have been made for improving secondary batteries and capac- 
itors so as to enable application to electric vehicles. Improvements of secondary batteries, mainly lithium ion secondary 
battery, are focused on improving the output characteristic at the cost of energy density such as decreasing the thick- 
ness of the electrodes and increasing the number of terminals. Improvements of capacitors, on the other hand, aims 
15 at increasing the energy density at the cost of the output characteristic by making the electrodes thicker thereby in- 
creasing the weight of the active material packed in a cell. 

[0021] The organic electrolytic capacitor of the present invention has been developed on a concept different from 
that of the lithium ion secondary battery and capacitor described above, and achieves an increase in the energy density 
with the output characteristic of the capacitor remaining the same. 

20 [0022] Generally a capacitor uses substantially the same quantities of active material such as active carbon in the 
positive electrode and the negative electrode. The active material used in the positive electrode and the negative 
electrode has a potential of about 3 V (Li/Li + ) (potential will be hereinafter given as normalized by lithium potential) at 
the time of assembling the cell. When charged, anions form an electrical double layer on the positive electrode surface 
so as to increase the potential of the positive electrode, while cations form an electrical double layer on the negative 

25 electrode surface so as to decrease the potential of the negative electrode. When discharged, conversely anions are 
released from the positive electrode and cations are released from the negative electrode into the electrolytic solution, 
with the potential decreasing and increasing, respectively, to recover the value of around 3 V. This means that charge 
and discharge curves of the positive electrode and the negative electrode are symmetrical with each other with respect 
to a vertical line located at 3 V, so that the variation in potential of the positive electrode and the variation in potential 

30 of the negative electrode are substantially equal to each other. Movement of the electrical charge is limited almost to 
the exchange of anions in the positive electrode and exchange of cations in the negative electrode. 
[0023] In the meantime the capacitor of the present invention employs such an active material for the positive elec- 
trode that is capable of reversibly holding lithium ions and anions, which contains active carbon used in the positive 
electrode and the negative electrode of the conventional EDLC. An aprotic organic solvent of a lithium salt is used as 

35 the electrolytic solution, and the negative electrode active material has three times or more capacitance per unit weight 
as the positive electrode active material, while the weight of the positive electrode active material is larger than the 
weight of the negative electrode active material, and the negative electrode is provided with lithium deposited thereon 
in advance. 

[0024] In this patent specification, capacitance and capacity are defined as follows. Capacitance of a cell is the 

40 gradient of the discharge curve of the cell, in the unit of F (farad). Capacitance per unit weight of the cell is the capac- 
itance of the cell divided by the total weight of the positive electrode active material and the negative electrode active 
material packed in the cell, and is given in the unit of F/g. Capacitance of the positive electrode is the gradient of the 
discharge curve of the positive electrode, in the unit of F. Capacitance per unit weight of the positive electrode is the 
capacitance of the positive electrode divided by the weight of the positive electrode active material packed in the cell, 

45 given in the unit of F/g. Capacitance of the negative electrode is the gradient of the discharge curve of the negative 
electrode, given in the unit of F. Capacitance per unit weight of the negative electrode is the capacitance of the negative 
electrode divided by the weight of the negative electrode active material packed in the cell, given in the unit of F/g. 
[0025] Cell capacity is the product of the difference between the cell voltage at the start of discharge and the cell 
voltage at the end of discharge, namely the variation in voltage, and the capacitance of the cell, given in the unit of C 

50 (Coulomb), while 1C is the amount of electric charge that is carried by the current of 1 A in one second, and is therefore 
converted and given in mAh in this specification. Positive electrode capacity is the product of the difference between 
the positive electrode potential at the start of discharge and the positive electrode potential at the end of discharge 
(variation in positive electrode potential) and the capacitance of the positive electrode, given in the unit of C or mAh, 
and negative electrode capacity is the product of the difference between the negative electrode potential at the start 

55 of discharge and the negative electrode potential at the end of discharge (variation in negative electrode potential) and 
the capacitance of the negative electrode, given in the unit of C or mAh. The cell capacity, positive electrode capacity 
and negative electrode capacity correspond to each other. 

[0026] Materials which have capacitance three times or more higher as the capacitance per unit weight of the positive 
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eiectrode include PAS. The present inventors found that capacitance of 650 F/g or higher can be achieved by providing 
(charging) PAS with 400 mAh/g of lithium ions and discharging it, and capacitance of 750 F/g or higher can be achieved 
by charging with 500 mAh/g or more lithium ions. 

[0027] Since capacitance per unit weight of the positive electrode and the negative electrode of the common EDLC 
5 are in a range from 60 to 200 F/g, it can be appreciated that capacitance of PAS is remarkably high. Such a combination 
provides the highest effect and is preferable as capacitance of not less than three times the capacitance per unit weight 
of the positive electrode is secured and the weight of the positive electrode active material is larger than the weight of 
the negative electrode active material, selected by taking into consideration the capacitance of the positive electrode 
that is used and properly controlling the amount of lithium ions charged onto the negative electrode. 
10 [0028] In case capacitance per unit weight of the negative electrode is less than three times the capacitance per unit 
weight of the positive electrode, the increase in the capacity is less than that achieved by the conventional EDLC that 
uses substantially the same quantities of active material in the positive electrode and the negative electrode, and the 
conventional EDLC of simple cell constitution is considered to be more advantageous. 

[0029] Even when capacitance per unit weight of the negative electrode is three times or more than the capacitance 
15 per unit weight of the positive electrode, the increase in the capacity is still less than that achieved by the conventional 
EDLC if the weight of the positive electrode active material is less than the weight of the negative electrode active 
material, and the object of the present invention cannot be achieved. 

[0030] The cell construction of the present invention achieves higher capacity by taking advantage of the three effects 
described below. 

20 [0031] First effect is the increase in the quantity of positive electrode active material and corresponding increases 
in the capacitance and capacity of the cell that are achieved by using the negative electrode which has larger capac- 
itance per unit weight than capacitance per unit weight of the positive electrode, thereby enabling it to decrease the 
weight of the negative electrode active material without changing the potential change of the negative electrode. With 
another design, potential change of the negative electrode becomes smaller due to high capacitance of the negative 

25 electrode, resulting in larger potential change of the positive electrode and hence higher capacitance and higher ca- 
pacity of the cell. 

[0032] Second effect is that the negative electrode potential becomes lower than 3 V in contrast to the positive 
electrode potential being about 3 V when the cell is assembled, as the negative electrode is charged with a predeter- 
mined quantity of lithium ions in advance so as to obtain the required capacity of the negative electrode. 
30 [0033] The phrase "the negative electrode has lithium ions deposited thereon in advance" in this specification means 
that the negative electrode already holds lithium ions charged thereon before charging the battery, and does not refer 
to lithium ions that are supplied from the electrolytic solution during charge or discharge. The method of charging the 
negative electrode with lithium ions will be described later. 

[0034] Voltage achieved by increasing the voltage till the electrolytic solution decomposes in oxidative destruction 

35 is substantially determined by the positive electrode potential. The capacitor of the present invention having lithium 
ions deposited thereon in advance has higher withstanding voltage than a capacitor of the conventional cell construction 
(for example EDLC), due to the lower negative electrode potential. In other words, constitution of the present invention 
enables it to set the operating voltage to 3 V or higher and increase the energy density, compared to the operating 
voltage of 2.3 to 2.7 V in the conventional capacitor. 

40 [0035] Third effect is the increase in the positive electrode capacity due to the lower negative electrode potential. As 
the negative electrode potential is lower, it is made possible to further increase the potential variation in the positive 
electrode through discharge. Depending on the design, positive electrode potential decreases below 3 V near the end 
of discharge, and the discharge potential can be decreased to around 2 V (anions are released during discharge at 
voltages down to 3 V, and doping with lithium ions occurs at voltages below 3 V, resulting in decreasing potential). 

45 [0036] In the conventional EDLC, positive electrode potential does not decrease to below about 3 V during discharge, 
because the negative electrode potential reaches 3 V too when the positive electrode potential has decreased to 3 V, 
thus making the cell voltage 0 V. This means that the constitution of the present invention wherein the positive electrode 
potential can decrease to 2 V provides higher capacity than the constitution of the conventional EDLC in which the 
positive electrode potential can decrease only to 3 V. 

50 [0037] The capacitor of the present invention has such a cell structure as the positive electrode and the negative 
electrode are wound or stacked in three or more layers, which provides a large electrode area per unit volume of the 
cell, and consequently a high-voltage capacitor having large output power can be made unlike the coin type battery. 
[0038] There is no limitation to the method of depositing lithium on the negative electrode, and such a method may 
be employed as a cell having an opposing electrode made of metal lithium is built separately from the battery cell, and 

55 the negative electrode is provided with a predetermined amount of lithium ions deposited thereon. As an industrially 
convenient method, metal lithium and negative electrode disposed in the cell may be brought into contact with each 
other in an electrochemical manner. In this case ; it is preferable to use members having holes that penetrate through 
the thickness of the member such as expanded metal used for the positive electrode charge collector and the negative 
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electrode collector, since it allows it to smoothly deposit lithium ions through electrochemical contact of the metal lithium 
and the negative electrode. 

[0039] It is further preferable to dispose metal lithium to oppose the negative electrode or the positive electrode, 
which enables it to smoothly deposit lithium ions. Metal lithiummay be laminated over the entire surface of the negative 
5 electrode, although when the electrode is made to be small in thickness so as to obtain high output characteristic, the 
metal lithium to be laminated should also be thinner which makes it difficult to handle and unsuitable in view of the 
manufacturing process. For this reason, it is more preferable to wind or stack the electrode and then deposit metal 
lithium on part of the electrode such as the outermost surface, which makes the manufacturing process more conven- 
ient. 

w [0040] When the positive electrode collector is coated with an electrically conductive material based on carbon, 
contact resistance with the positive electrode active material decreases and high output characteristic can be obtained. 
When a member having holes that penetrate through the thickness thereof such as expanded metal is used for the 
positive electrode collector for example, it is very difficult to coat with the electrically conductive material. However, 
similar effect can be achieved by punching or expanding a foil after coating it with the electrically conductive material 

15 so as to form through holes. 

[0041] Similarly to the positive electrode collector, the negative electrode collector may also be coated with an elec- 
trically conductive material based on carbon, so that contact resistance with the negative electrode active material 
decreases and high output characteristic is obtained. Similar effect can be achieved by punching or expanding a foil 
after coating it with the electrically conductive material so as to form through holes ; which is convenient in view of 

20 manufacturing. 

[0042] It is a common practice, when winding or stacking the positive electrode and the negative electrode with a 
separator interposed therebetween to form a capacitor, to secure the capacitor by taping over the outermost surface. 
When lithium is deposited on the outermost surface of the capacitor according to the present invention, lithium ions 
deposited on the tape cannot be charged onto the negative electrode or take a long time to charge, and therefore the 
25 ions must be deposited in areas not covered by the tape. Instead, it is preferable to use a porous tape for securing, 
which makes it possible to smoothly charge even when metal lithium is deposited on the tape, and increases the degree 
of freedom in positioning the metal lithium. 

[0043] There is no limitation to the positive electrode active material, as long as it can reversibly hold lithium ions 
and anions such as tetrafluoroborate. For example, an active material, an electrically conductive polymer or a poly- 
30 acene-based material can be used. Among these materials, it is preferable in view of achieving a high capacity to use 
an insoluble and infusible substrate (PAS) that is obtained by applying a heat treatment to an aromatic condensation 
polymer and has a polyacene skeletal structure in which a ratio of hydrogen atoms to carbon atoms is in a range from 
0.50 to 0.05. 

[0044] There is no limitation to the negative electrode active material used in the organic electrolytic capacitor of the 
35 present invention as long as it can reversibly hold lithium ions. For example, graphite, various carbon materials, poly- 
acene-based material, tin oxide, silicon oxide or the like can be used. 

[0045] When an active material that shows small change in potential during deposition and release of lithium ions 
such as graphite is used in the negative electrode, capacity and withstanding voltage of the resultant capacitor hardly 
change when the amount of lithium ions to be deposited is changed. Therefore, it is sufficient for achieving the effect 
40 of the present invention, to deposit the amount that corresponds to the irreversibility during the initial charge, namely 
about 50 mAh/g, although it depends on the kind of graphite. 

[0046] When an active material that has amorphous structure such that the potential shows a gradual decrease 
during deposition of lithium ions and an increase in potential during release of lithium ions such as PAS is used in the 
negative electrode, increasing the amount of lithium ions deposited leads to a decrease in potential and therefore an 
45 increase in the withstanding voltage (charging voltage) of the resultant capacitor and a decrease in the rate of voltage 
increase during discharge (inclination of discharge curve), thus resulting in a slightly higher capacity. Therefore, it is 
desirable to adjust the amount of lithium ions within the lithium ion absorbing capacity of the active material, in accord- 
ance to the operating voltage of the capacitor. 

[0047] Aprotic organic solvent is used as the solvent that constitutes the electrolytic solution of the organic electrolytic 
50 capacitor of the present invention. The aprotic organic solvent may be ethylene carbonate, propylene carbonate, dime- 
thyl carbonate, diethyl carbonate, y - butyrolactone, acetonitrile, dimethoxyethane, tetrahydrofuran, dioxolane, meth- 
ylene chloride, sulfolane, orthe like. Moreover, a solution prepared by mixing two or more kinds of these aprotic organic 
solvents may be used, but the materials must be properly selected since the solution may be decomposed depending 
on the kinds of the positive electrode and the negative electrode, and the range of charge and discharge voltages that 
55 are employed. 

[0048] The electrolyte to be dissolved in the single or mixed solvent described above may be any electrolyte that 
can generate lithium ions, such as Lil, LiCI0 4: LiAsF 6 , LiBF 4 , LiPF 6 orthe like. 

[0049] While the electrolyte and the solvent are mixed after being sufficiently dewatered so as to prepare the elec- 
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trolytic solution, a concentration of the electrolyte in the electrolytic solution is preferably 0.1 moles/1 or higher in order 
to keep the internal resistance due to the electrolytic solution at a low level, and more preferably in a range from 0.5 
to 1 .5 moles/I. 

[0050] The solvent of the electrolytic solution is preferably a mixture of ethylene carbonate, diethyl carbonate and 
5 propylene carbonate in order to improve the characteristic, while it is more preferable that proportion of propylene 
carbonate is 25% by weight or less and the ratio of ethylene carbonate to diethyl carbonate is in a range from 70/30 
to 30/70, in order to ensure reliability over a long period of time. 

[0051] The separator generally comprises a micro-porous film made of polypropylene or polyethylene measuring 25 
u,m having a porosity of 30%. This is because the porosity cannot be made higher in a lithium ion-based battery lest 
10 a needle crystal called dendrite would grow on the surface of the negative electrode during charging, with the crystal 
eventually penetrating the separator to cause short circuiting. 

[0052] In case the object of the organic electrolytic capacitor of the present invention is simply to achieve a high 
capacity, it can be achieved with the aforementioned microporous film used in lithium ion secondary batteries. In order 
to achieve high output characteristic, however, it is desirable for two reasons described below, that the thickness of 
15 the separator is not less than 4% and not higher than 15% of the total thickness of the positive electrode and the 
negative electrode, and that the porosity is not less than 50% and not higher than 80%. 

[0053] The first reason Is that it is necessary to keep the positive electrode and the negative electrode at a small 
distance from each other and increase the opposing surface area, in order to decrease the internal resistance. The 
organic electrolytic capacitor of the present invention has lithium deposited on the negative electrode during charging 

20 similarly to the lithium ion secondary battery that employs graphite in the negative electrode, it has lower capacity and 
shorter charging time than the secondary battery whichmakes dendrite less likely to be generated. As a result, the 
separator having high porosity can be used. While it is desirable to set the porosity higher in view of increasing the 
output, the porosity is preferably in a range from 50 to 80% in order to avoid short circuiting during assembly of the 
cell. The porosity of the separator is defined as {1 - (weight of separator/density of separator material)/apparent volume 

25 of separator) given in percentage. In the case of a separator made of cellulose-based material having size of 10 mm 
x 10 mm x 50 urn and weight of 0.27 g, for example, since cellulose has density of 1 .2 g/ml and apparent volume is 
0.5 ml, a porosity of 55% is determined by substituting these values in the formula described above, as (1 - (0.27/1 .2) 
/0.5} - 0.55. 

[0054] The second reason is that the separator must hold much electrolytic solution. In the lithium ion secondary 
30 battery, apparent movement of lithium ions from the positive electrode to the negative electrode occurs during charging, 
and opposite movement from the negative electrode to the positive electrode occurs when discharging. Since ion 
concentration in the electrolytic solution does not change, output characteristic is not affected even when the separator 
holds only a small quantity of electrolytic solution. In the organic electrolytic capacitor of the present invention , however, 
anions are stored in the positive electrode and lithium ions are stored in the negative electrode during charging and, 
35 as a result, ion concentration in the electrolytic solution decreases and the internal resistance may increase. Therefore, 
much electrolytic solution is required in order to achieve high output characteristic. 

[0055] Increasing the thickness of the separator so as to hold much electrolytic solution leads to larger distance 
between the electrodes and higher internal resistance, whileinadditionthequantityofactivematerial per unit volume de- 
creases and the capacity decreases. However, much electrolytic solution can be held without decreasing the capacity, 

40 by making the separator thinner and increasing the porosity. 

[0056] In case PAS is used in the negative electrode of the organic electrolytic capacitor according to the invention, 
cycle characteristic and output characteristic are improved. Since PAS has amorphous structure, deposition and release 
of lithium ions does not cause structural change such as swelling and shrinkage, thus resulting in excellent cycle 
characteristic. Also because PAS has a molecular structure (higher order structure) that makes isotropic response to 

45 deposition and release of lithium ions, it shows excellent characteristic during quick charge and quick discharge and 
is preferably used as the negative electrode material. 

[0057] Unlike secondary batteries of which capacity is determined by the storage capacity of lithium in the positive 
electrode and the negative electrode and the total quantity of lithium ions in the cell, the capacitor of the present 
invention has characteristic that is determined by the kind of the positive electrode and the negative electrode, quantity 
50 of lithium ions deposited thereon and potential balance between the electrodes, and therefore allows wider variations 
in design than the secondary batteries. 

[0058] The aromatic condensation polymer refers to a condensate of an aromatic hydrocarbon compound and alde- 
hydes. As the aromatic hydrocarbon compound, for example, so-called phenols such as phenol, cresol, xylenol and 
the like can be preferably used. For example, the phenols may be methylenebisphenols represented by the following 
55 chemical formulas: 
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wherein x and y each independently represents 0, 1 or 2, or hydroxybiphenyls or hydroxynaphthalenes. Among these, 
phenols are preferable in view of practical use, and phenol is particularly preferable. 

[0059] As the aromatic condensation polymer, there can be used a modified aromatic condensation polymer wherein 
a portion of the aromatic hydrocarbon compound having a phenolic hydroxyl group with an aromatic hydrocarbon 
compound having no phenolic hydroxyl group, such as, xylene, toluene, aniline or the like, for example, condensate 
of phenol, xylene and formaldehyde. Furthermore, a modified aromatic polymer substituted with melamine, urea or the 
like can be used and a furan resin is also preferable. 

[0060] As the aldehyde, aldehydes such as formaldehyde, acetaldehyde, furfural and the like can be used. Among 
these aldehydes, formaldehyde is preferable. The phenol formaldehyde condensate may be a novolak or resol type 
formaldehyde condensate, or a mixture thereof. 

[0061] The insoluble and infusible substrate is obtained by applying a heat treatment to the aromatic condensation 
polymer, and all insoluble and infusible substrates having a polyacene skeletal structure that are described in Japanese 
Unexamined Patent Publication (Kokai) No. 1-44212 and Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication (Kokai) No. 
3-24024 can be used. 

[0062] The insoluble and infusible substrate used in the present invention may also be manufactured as follows. The 
aromatic condensation polymer is heated gradually to an appropriate temperature in a range from 400 to 800°C in a 
non-oxidizing atmosphere (including vacuum) to obtain an insoluble and infusible substrate in which a ratio of hydrogen 
atoms to carbon atoms (hereinafter referred to as H/C) is in a range from 0.5 to 0.05, preferably from 0.35 to 0.10. 
[0063] An insoluble and infusible substrate having a specific surface area of 600 m 2 /g as determined by a BET 
method may also be obtained by the method disclosed in Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication (Kokai) No. 
3-24024. For example, a solution containing an initial condensate of an aromatic condensation polymer and an inor- 
ganic salt such as zinc chloride is prepared, and the solution is heated and cured in a mold. 

[0064] The cured material is heated gradually to a temperature from 350 to 800°C or preferably from 400 to 750° C 
in a non-oxidizing atmosphere (including vacuum). By washing the material carefully with water or dilute hydrochloric 
acid, an insoluble and infusible substrate having H/C of the value described above and a specific surface area of 600 
m 2 /g as determined by a BET method is obtained. 

[0065] The insoluble and infusible substrate used in the present invention shows a main peak at a position where 2 
8 is 24° or less in X-ray diffraction (CuKoc) and, besides the main peak, other broad peaks in a region from 41 to 46°. 
The insoluble and infusible substrate made as described above is therefore considered to have a polyacene skeletal 
structure wherein aromatic polycyclic structure has properly developed and has amorphous structure, that allows stable 
doping with lithium ions, and is therefore useful as the active material for batteries. 

[0066] The negative electrode of the organic electrolytic capacitor according to the present invention preferably com- 
prises the negative electrode active material such as PAS, and the negative electrode active material in such a form 
that is easily molded including powder, particles or short fibers is molded using a binder. As the binder, for example, 
there can be used rubber-based binders such as SBR; fluorine-containing resins such as polyethylene tetrafluoride 
and polyvinylidene fluoride; and thermoplastic resins such as polypropylene and polyethylene. Among these binders, 
a fluorine-containing binder can be preferably used. A fluorine-containing binder having an atomic ratio of fluorine atom 
to carbon atom (hereinafter referred to as F/C) of less than 1 .5 and not less than 0.75 is preferably used and a fluorine- 
containing binder having F/C of less than 1 .3 and not less than 0.75 is more preferably used. 

[0067] Examples of the fluorine-containing binder include polyvinylidene fluoride, vinylidene fluoride-ethylene triflu- 
oride copolymer, ethylene-ethylene tetrafluoride copolymer and propylene-ethylene tetrafluoride copolymer. It is also 
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possible to use a fluorine-containing binder in which hydrogen on a main chain is substituted with an alkyl group. 
[0068] In case of vinylidene fluoride, F/C is 1 . In case of the vinylidene fluoride-ethylene trifluoride copolymer, F/C 
is 1 .25 or 1 .1 when a molar fraction of vinylidene fluoride is 50% or 80%. In case of the propylene-ethylene tetrafluoride 
copolymer, F/C is 0.75 when a molarfraction of propylene is 50%. Among these, a vinylidene fluoride-ethylene trifluoride 
5 copolymer wherein a molar fraction of polyvinylidene fluoride and vinylidene fluoride is 50% is preferably used, and 
vinylidene fluoride is more preferably used from a practical point of view. 
[0069] When such a binder is used, capacity of PAS to hold lithium can be fully utilized. 

[0070] The negative electrode of the organic electrolytic capacitor according to the present invention may include 
an electrically conductive material such as acetylene black, graphite or metal powder added to the negative electrode 
10 active material as required. 

[0071] The positive electrode of the organic electrolytic capacitor according to the present invention is made by 
adding an electrically conductive material, a binder and/or other agent to the aforementioned positive electrode active 
material and molding the mixture. Materials and compositions of the electrically conductive material and the binder 
can be selected as required. 

15 [0072] As the electrically conductive material, carbon-based materials may be preferably used such as active carbon, 
carbon black, acetylene black and graphite. Proper proportion of the electrically conductive material is in a range from 
2 to 40% of the active material depending on the electrical conductivity of the active material electrode shape and 
other factor. 

[0073] The binder may be a material that is insoluble to the electrolytic solution, which will be described later, that 
20 js used in the organic electrolytic capacitor of the present invention. For example, there can be preferably used rubber- 
based binders such as SBR; fluorine-containing resins such as polytetrafluoroethylene and polyvinylidene fluoride; 
and thermoplastic resins such as polypropylene or polyethylene. The proportion of the binder is preferably not higher 
than 20% of the active material. 

[0074] The positive electrode collector and the negative electrode collector of the organic electrolytic capacitor ac- 
25 cording to the present invention preferably have holes that penetrate the thickness thereof, such as expanded metal, 
punched metal, mesh or foam. There are no limitations to the form and number of the through holes, which may be 
selected so that lithium ions in the electrolytic solution can move between the front and back surfaces of the electrodes 
without being blocked by the electrode collectors. 

[0075] The porosity of the electrode collectors is defined as {1 - (weight of electrode collector/true specific gravity of 
30 electrode collector)/(apparent volume of electrode collector)} given in percentage. While the porosity is desirable to be 
higher as it causes a shorter time required to keep lithium ions held on the negative electrode and makes unevenness 
unlikely to occur. But it is difficult to keep the active material held on the openings, and low strength of the electrode 
results in lower yield of manufacturing the electrode. Moreover,the active materiallocated on the openings, particularly 
at the edge, easily drop off thus making a cause of internal short circuiting of the battery. 
35 [0076] When the porosity is low, on the other hand, it takes a long time to deposit lithium ions on the negative elec- 
trode, although the electrode has a higher strength and the active material becomes less likely to drop off and therefore 
higher yield of manufacturing the electrode is achieved. Thus it is desired to determine the porosity and hole diameter 
of the collector by taking the battery structure (such as stack type or wound type) and productivity into consideration. 
[0077] The electrode collector can be made of various materials that have been commonly proposed for lithium- 
40 based batteries. Aluminum, stainless steel orthe like may be used forthe positive electrode, and stainless steel, copper, 
nickel orthe like may used forthe negative electrode. 

[0078] In the organic electrolytic capacitor according to claim 3 of the present invention, metal lithium deposited 
through electrochemical contact with the metal lithium disposed in the cell refers to an active material that contains at 
least metal lithium and is capable of supplying lithium ions, such as metal lithium or lithium-aluminum alloy. 

45 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0079] 

50 Fig. 1 is an explanatory drawing showing a first example of electrode arrangement in a cell according to the present 

invention. 

Fig. 2 is an explanatory drawing showing a second example of electrode arrangement in a cell according to the 
present invention. 

Fig. 3 is an explanatory drawing showing a third example of electrode arrangement in a cell according to the present 
55 invention. 

Fig. 4 is an explanatory drawing showing a fourth example of electrode arrangement in a cell according to the 
present invention. 

Fig. 5 is an explanatory drawing showing a fifth example of electrode arrangement in a cell according to the present 
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invention. 

Fig. 6 is an explanatory drawing showing an example (A) of a tape used to secure the roll of the positive electrode, 
the negative electrode and separator and (B) an example of metal lithium disposed therein, where (A) shows the 
wound capacitor of the present invention fastened by the porous tape, and (B) shows the components prior to 
5 winding. 

[0080] Reference numeral 1 denotes a positive electrode, 2 denotes a negative electrode, V denotes a charge col- 
lector (positive electrode), 2* denotes a charge collector (negative electrode), 1" denotes a positive electrode terminal, 
2" denotes a negative electrode terminal, 3 denotes a separator, 4 denotes metal lithium, 4' denotes a charge collector 
10 (metal lithium), 4" denotes a lithium terminal 5 denotes a lead wire, 5' denotes a lead wire, 6 denotes a roll and 7 
denotes a tape used to secure the roll. 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 

15 [0081] The present invention will be described in more detail below with reference to the accompanying drawings. 
Figs. 1 to 6 show various embodiments of the organic electrolytic capacitor according to the present invention com- 
prising a plurality of sets of positive electrode plate, separator and negative electrode plate are stacked one on another 
in a cell wherein lithium is disposed. 

[0082] Fig. 1 shows an example of electrode arrangement in a casing of the capacitor having the above-mentioned 
20 constitution. As illustrated in the drawings, the negative electrode (2) formed on both surfaces of the negative electrode 
collector (2') and the metal lithium (4) which is pressure-bonded onto the metal lithium collector (4*) such as stainless 
steel mesh, expanded metal made of copper or the like are connected with each other by means of a lead wire (5), 
while the meta! lithium (4) is disposed at a lower position of the stacked unit. 

[0083] The negative electrode collector (2* ) and the metal lithium collector (4) may also be welded directly to each 
25 other. The positive electrode (1 ) formed on both surfaces of the positive electrode collector (1 ') and the negative elec- 
trode (2) are stacked one on another via the separator (3). 

[0084] The separator (3) is made of a porous material that is durable against the electrolytic solution or the electrode 
active material, has vent holes penetrating therethrough and is not electrically conductive, made of cloth, unwoven 
fabric or porous material made of such a material as glass fiber, polyethylene or polypropylene. While the thickness 

so of the separator (3) is preferably thinner in order to decrease the internal resistance of the capacitor, the thickness may 
be determined by taking the quantity, fluidity and strength of the electrolytic solution into consideration. 
[0085] The separator (3) is impregnated with the electrolytic solution, and the electrolytic solution consists of a com- 
pound, capable of producing ions which can be deposited on the positive electrode and the negative electrode, dis- 
solved in an aprotic organic solvent. The electrolytic solution is typically in liquid phase and is included in the separator 

35 (3), but may also be used in the form of gel or a solid so as to prevent leakage in such a case as the separator (3) is 
not used. The negative electrode collector (2') and the positive electrode collector (1') have holes (not shown) that 
penetrate the thickness thereof, and are connected with negative electrode terminal and positive electrode terminal, 
respectively, of the cell. 

[0086] Fig. 2 shows another example of electrode arrangement in a casing of the capacitor. In this capacitor, the 
40 metal lithium (4) which is pressure-bonded onto the metal lithium collector (4') is disposed at an upper position and 
lower position of the stacked unit. 

[0087] In the other example shown in Fg.3, the metal lithium (4) is disposed in the middle of the stacked unit. In such 
an electrode arrangement of stacked construction, position of the metal lithium (4) can be changed as required as 
described above. 

45 [0088] Figs. 4 and 5 show examples of electrode arrangement of capacitor having wound structure used in cylindrical 
capacitor, in embodiments of the present invention. In these electrode arrangements, the positive electrode (1) and 
the negative electrode (2) are formed on the collectors (the collectors are not shown in the drawings). 
[0089] Fig. 4 shows an example in which the metal lithium (4) is pasted onto the negative electrode collector (2') in 
the outermost layer (only the metal lithium (4) is shown in the portion where it is pasted in the drawing) . Fig. 5 shows 

50 an example in which the cylindrical metal lithium (4) is disposed at the center of wound structure. 

[0090] Fig. 6 shows an example of embodiment in which an adhesive tape made of propylene (7) having a porosity 
of 40% is wound around the circumference of the roil (6) which comprises the positive electrode (indicated by the 
positive electrode terminal (1") made of aluminum) and the negative electrode (indicated by the negative electrode 
terminal (2") made of nickel) that are wound via the separator (3). The porosity of the tape must be determined by 

55 giving consideration to the rate of depositing lithium and the strength required for taping. 

[0091] In these examples, the negative electrode and lithium are brought into contact with each other via an electri- 
cally conductive material such as nickel, copper, stainless steel or the like, or by attaching lithium onto the negative 
electrode collector. However, the organic electrolytic capacitor of the present invention is not limited to this constitution, 
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and lithium may be brought into contact with the negative electrode collector by directly attaching it thereto or, in case 
the outer casing serves as the negative electrode, metal lithium may be attached directly to the casing (made of a 
material other than aluminum). What is necessary here is that all the negative electrode and metal lithium make elec- 
trochemical contact and lithium ions are held by the negative electrode active material via the electrolytic solution, 

5 when the electrolytic solution is poured during assembly of the cell. 

[0092] In case an electrically conductive porous material such as stainless steel mesh is used as the metal lithium 
collector and 80% or more of metal lithium is deposited in the pores of the electrically conductive porous material, 
clearance between the electrodes decreases due to the disappearance of metal lithium even when lithium ions are 
deposited, so that lithium ions are smoothly deposited on the negative electrode active material. 

10 [0093] Although such a constitution may be employed as metal lithium is disposed in the direction of the section of 
the negative electrode plate, and the negative electrode and metal lithium are brought into electrochemical contact 
with each other so that lithium ions are deposited on the negative electrode active material, unevenness in doping in 
the electrode becomes significant when the electrode has a large width and therefore position of the metal lithium must 
be selected by giving consideration to the cell construction, electrode size and other factors. 

15 [0094] In the organic electrolytic capacitor according to the present invention, it is made possible to increase the 
degree of freedom in the cell design, improve the suitability tomass production and achieve excellent charge and 
discharge characteristic by attaching the metal lithium that is deposited on the negative electrode locally at a particular 
position. 

[0095] Quantity of lithium ions deposited on the negative electrode of the organic electrolytic capacitor can be de- 
20 termined in accordance to the negative electrode material to be used and the desired characteristic of the organic 
electrolytic capacitor. 

[0096] There is no limitation to the cell configuration of the organic electrolytic capacitor according to the present 
invention, which may be cylindrical, square, film or other shape. 

25 INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

[0097] The organic electrolytic capacitor of the present invention has capacitance 1 .3 times or more as high as that 
of the capacitor of the conventional constitution that uses substantially the same quantities of active material (mainly 
active carbon) in the positive electrode and the negative electrode, and is a capacitor that is very safe and can be 
30 easily manufactured. The organic electrolytic capacitor can be used in applications that require high capacity such as 
the main power source for electric iron, electric tooth brush, shaver, headphone stereo, portable radio, digital camera 
and electric vehicle. 

[Examples] 

35 

Examples 1 to 6 and Comparative Examples 1 to 4 
(Method of manufacturing negative electrode) 

40 [0098] A sheet of phenol resin 0.5 mm thick was put into an electric furnace and heated to 500°C at a rate of 50°C/ 
hour in nitrogen atmosphere, then heated to 650°C at a rate of 10°C/hour for heat treatment thereby synthesizing PAS. 
The PAS sheet thus made was crushed in a disk mill so as to obtain PAS powder. The PAS powder showed a H/C ratio 
of 0.22. 

[0099] Then 100 parts by weight of the PAS powder and a solution prepared by dissolving 10 parts by weight of 
45 polyvinylidene fluoride in 120 parts by weight of N-methyl pyrrolidone were well mixed to obtain a slurry. The slurry 
was applied to one surface of a copper foil 1 8 urn thick so as to deposit about 7 mg/cm 2 of solid, and was dried and 
pressed thereby to obtain the PAS-based negative electrode. 

(Method of manufacturing positive electrode 1) 

50 

[01 00] A water-soluble resol (about 60% in concentration), zinc chloride and water were mixed in weight proportions 
of 10:25:4 to obtain a solution. The solution was poured into a mold measuring 100 mm x 100 mm x 2 mm and a 
glass plate was put thereon to prevent the water from evaporating, and the solution was cured by heating to about 
100°C for one hour. 

55 [01 01] The phenol resin was put into an electric furnace and heated to 600°C at a rate of 40°C/hou r in flowing nitrogen 
gas to carry out heat treatment. The heat-treated material was washed in dilute hydrochloric acid followed by washing 
in water, and was dried to obtain a PAS sheet. The PAS sheet thus made was crushed in a nylon ball mill so as to 
obtain PAS powder. The PAS powder showed specific surface area of 1900 m 2 /g as measured by a BET method and 
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a H/C ratio of 0.21 as measured by element analysis. 

[0102] 100 parts by weight of the PAS powder and a solution prepared by dissolving 10 parts by weight of polyvi- 
nylidene fluoride powder in 100 parts by weight of N-methyl pyrrolidone were well mixed to obtain a slurry. The slurry 
was applied to one surface of an aluminum foil 20 u.m in thickness that was coated with a carbon-based electrically 
5 conductive coating materia! so as to deposit about 7 mg/cm 2 of solid, and was dried and pressed thereby to obtain the 
positive electrode 1 . 

(Method of manufacturing positive electrode 2) 

10 [0103] A sheet of phenol resin 0.5 mm thick was put into an electric furnace and heated to 500°C at a rate of 50°C/ 
hour in nitrogen atmosphere, then heated to 650°C at a rate of 1 0°C/hour to carry out a heat treatment thereby syn- 
thesizing PAS. The PAS sheet thus made was activated with steam and was then crushed in a nylon ball mill so as to 
obtain PAS powder. The PAS powder showed specific surface area of 1500 m 2 /g as measured by a BET method and 
a H/C ratio of 0.10 as measured by element analysis. 

15 [0104] Then 100 parts by weight of the PAS powder and a solution prepared by dissolving 10 parts by weight of 
polyvinylidene fluoride powder in 1 00 parts by weight of N-methyl pyrrolidone were well mixed to obtain a slurry. The 
slurry was applied to one surface of an aluminum foil 20 u.m in thickness that was coated with a carbon-based electrically 
conductive coating material so as to deposit about 7 mg/cm 2 of solid, and was dried and pressed thereby to obtain the 
positive electrode 2. 

20 

(Method of manufacturing positive electrode 3) 

[01 05] 1 00 parts by weight of commercially available active carbon powder having specific surface area of 2000m 2 / 
g and a solution prepared by dissolving 1 0 parts by weight of polyvinylidene fluoride powder in 1 00 parts by weight of 
25 N-methyl pyrrolidone were well mixed to obtain a slurry. The slurry was applied to one surface of an aluminum foil 20 
u.m in thickness so as to deposit about 7 mg/cm 2 of solid, and was dried and pressed thereby to obtain the positive 
electrode 3. 

(Method of manufacturing positive electrode 4) 

30 

[0106] 1 00 parts by weight of active carbon powder having specific surface area of 2000 m 2 /g, that was alkali-acti- 
vated with KOH that is commercially available and a solution prepared by dissolving 1 0 parts by weight of polyvinylidene 
fluoride powder in 100 parts by weight of N-methyl pyrrolidone were well mixed to obtain a slurry. The slurry was applied 
to one surface of an aluminum foil 20 (_tm in thickness coated with a carbon-based electrically conductive coating 
35 material so as to deposit about 7 mg/cm 2 of solid, and was dried and pressed thereby to obtain the positive electrode 4. 

(Measurement of capacitance per unit weight of capacitor having conventional constitution) 

[0107] The positive electrodes 1 to 4 were each cut into three sheets measuring 1.5 x 2.0 cm 2 , one sheet being 
40 used as positive electrode, one sheet as negative electrode and reference electrode. A separator made of unwoven 
paper fabric 50 ujm thick was interposed as the separator between the positive electrode and the negative electrode 
to build a mock cell of capacitor. A solution prepared by dissolving triethyl methyl ammonium-tetrafluoroborate (TE- 
MA-BF4) in propylene carbonate in a concentration of 1 mole/l was used as the electrolytic solution. 
[0108] The capacitor was charged to 2.5 V with charge current of 10 mA, followed by charging with constant voltage 
45 for a total charging time of one hour. Then the capacitor was discharged with 1 mA to 0 V. Capacitance per unit weight 
of the cell was determined from the time taken to discharge from 2.0 V to 1.5 V. Capacitance per unit weight of the 
positive electrode was determined from the potential difference between the reference electrode and the positive elec- 
trode. The results are shown in Table 1 . 

so Table 1 





Positive electrode 1 


Positive electrode 2 


Positive electrode 3 


Positive electrode 4 


Capacitance per unit 
weight of the cell (F/g) 


34 


21 


14 


39 


Capacitance per unit 
weight of the positive 
electrode (F/g) 


143 


85 


62 


158 
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(Measurement of capacitance per unit weight of the negative electrode) 

[0109] The negative electrode was cut into four sheets measuring 1 .5 x 2.0 cm 2 used as negative electrodes for 
evaluation. The negative electrode and metal lithium sheet measuring 1 .5 x 2.0 cm 2 and 200 thick used as the 

5 opposing electrode were assembled with a separator made of unwoven polyethylene fabric 50 jim thick interposed 
there between ; to build a mock cell. Metal lithium was used as the reference electrode. A solution prepared by dissolving 
LiPF 6 in propylene carbonate in a concentration of 1 mole/I was used as the electrolytic solution. 
[0110] The negative electrodes were deposited with lithium of 280 mAh/g, 350 mAh/g : 400 mAh/g and 500 mAh/g 
per unit weight of the negative electrode active material with charging current of 1 mA ; and the cells were discharged 

10 with 1 mA down to 1 . 5 V. Capacitance per unit weight of the negative electrode was determined from the time taken 
for the potential of the negative electrode to decrease from the potential at the time one min ute after the start of discharge 
down to 0.2 V. The results are shown in Table 2. 



Table 2 



15 



Charge level (mAh/g) 


280 


350 


400 


500 


Capacitance per unit weight of the negative electrode (F/g) 


302 


455 


653 


748 



[0111] The charge level is the accumulated charge current supplied to the negative electrode divided by the weight 
20 of the negative electrode active material, given in mAh/g. 

(Measurement of capacitance per unit weight of cell of the present invention) 

[0112] Positive electrodes and negative electrodes having different weights of active material were made by changing 
25 the quantity of coating material per unit area on the positive electrode and the negative electrode thereby changing 
the electrode thickness. Weights of the active material provided on the electrodes thus made measuring 1 .5 x 2.0 cm 2 
are shown in Tables 3 to 7. 



Table 3 



30 


Positive electrode 
1 


Positive electrode 
1-1 


Positive electrode 
1-2 


Positive electrode 
1-3 


Positive electrode 
1-4 




Weight of active 
material (g) 


0.014 


0.018 


0.022 


0.026 



35 



Table 4 



40 



Positive electrode 2 


Positive electrode 2-1 


Positive electrode 2-2 


Weight of active material (g) 


0.014 


0.032 



Table 5 



Positive electrode 3 


Positive electrode 3-1 


Weight of active material (g) 


0.028 



Table 6 



Positive electrode 4 


Positive electrode 4-1 


Weight of active material (g) 
— ._ 


0.028 



55 
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Table 7 



Negative 
electrode 


Negative 
electrode 1 


Negative 
electrode 2 


Negative 
electrode 3 


Negative 
electrode 4 


Negative 
electrode 5 


Negative 
electrode 6 


Weight of 

active 
material (g) 


0.008 


0.012 


0.014 


0.018 


0 022 


0.026 



[01 1 3J The eight kinds of positive electrode and six kinds of negative electrode shown in the above table were com- 
bined with separator made of unwoven polyethylene fabric 50 jj.m thick interposed therebetween, to build mock cells. 
A solution prepared by dissolving LiPF6 in propylene carbonate in a concentration of 1 mole/l was used as the elec- 
trolytic solution. 

[0114] The negative electrodes that were used here had been charged with a predetermined quantity of lithium by 
electrochemical method in advance usingthe same cell as used in capacitance per unit weight of the negative electrode. 
[0115] The capacitors were charged to 3.3 V with 10 mA, followed by charging with constant voltage for a total 
charging time of one hour. Then the capacitors were discharged with 1 mA to 2 V. Capacitance per unit weight of the 
cell was determined from the time taken to discharge from 3.0 V to 2. 5 V. Combinations of the positive electrode and 
the negative electrode, capacitance per unit weight of the positive electrode and of the negative electrode, capacitance 
per unit weight of the cell and their ratios to the capacitance per unit weight of the cell obtained from capacitor of the 
conventional constitution with the positive electrode in use are shown in Table 8. 
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[0116] As shown in Table 8, the cells of the present invention showed higher capacitance per unit weight of the cell 
compared to the capacitors of the conventional constitution. 



Example 7 

5 

(Method of depositing lithium ions on negative electrode) 

[0117] Lithium ions were deposited on the negative electrode by shorting the negative electrode and the metal lithium 
in the cell. On assumption that all metal atoms charged in the cell are ionized, the amount of lithium ions deposited on 
10 the negative electrode is given by the following equation, where the weight of the negative electrode active material is 
denoted as W- (g), a surface area of metal lithium as S Li (cm 2 ), and a thickness as T Li (cm), substituting the atomic 
weight 6.941 of lithium and a specific density of 0.534 g/cm 3 . 

Amount deposited (mAh/g) = (S u x T Lj x 0.534)/6.941 x 96500/3. 6/W- 

Throughout this specification, required quantity of metal lithium was determined with this equation when lithium ions 
were deposited on the negative electrode by shorting the negative electrode and the metal lithium in the cell. 

20 (Method of manufacturing the negative electrode) 

[0118] A slurry similar to that of the negative electrode of the aforementioned example was applied to both surfaces 
of an expanded metal made of copper 40 u.m thick (porosity 50%), and was pressed thereby to obtain PAS negative 
electrode 200 uiri in thickness. 

25 

(Method of manufacturing the positive electrode) 

[0119] A slurry similar to that of the positive electrode 2 of the aforementioned example was applied to both surfaces 
of an expanded metal made of aluminum 40 jim thick (porosity 50%) that was coated with a carbon-based electrically 
30 conductive coating material, and was pressed thereby to obtain PAS positive electrode 380 \im in thickness. (Fabrica- 
tion of cell) 

[0120] Seven cylindrical capacitors were made by using the PAS positive electrode (5.4 x 29.0 cm 2 ), the PAS neg- 
ative electrode (5.6 x 31 .0 cm 2 ) and a separator made of polyethylene 25 um thick. The weight of the positive electrode 
active materia! was 1 . 6 times the weight of the negative electrode active material. Negative electrode collector having 

35 metal lithium foil (200 p.m, 5.6 x 4.9 cm 2 ) pressure-bonded thereto was used to make the cylindrical capacitor by 
disposing the positive electrode and the negative electrode to oppose each other and winding them as shown in Fig. 
4. A solution prepared by dissolving LiPF 6 in propylene carbonate in a concentration of 1 mole/l was used as the 
electrolytic solution. After being left to stand at the room temperature for seven days, one of the capacitors was dis- 
assembled and showed complete disappearance of the metal lithium, and it was considered that such an amount of 

40 lithium as required to achieve an capacitance of 650 F/g per unit weight of the negative electrode active material was 
charged beforehand. The ratio of capacitance per unit weight of the negative electrode active material to that of the 
positive electrode active material was 7. 65. 

(Evaluation of cell characteristic) 

45 

[0121] Three out of the remaining six cells were charged with constant current of 1 000 mA till the cell voltage reached 
3.3V, followed by charging with constant current at constant voltage with constant voltage of 3.3 V applied for one hour. 
The cells were then discharged with constant current of 1 00 mA till the voltage decreased to 1 .6 V. This cycle of charge 
and discharge between 3.3 V and 1.6 V was repeated, and measurement of cell capacity upon the third discharge 
50 showed 90 mAh (mean value of three cells). 

[0122] Then the capacity was measured by changing the discharge current as 180 mA (2C), 450 mA (5C), 900 mA 
(1 0C) and 4500 mA (50C), with the results shown in Table 9. Energy density and power density of this capacitor were 
15 Wh/t and 600 W/l, respectively. 

[01 23] The above cycle was further repeated 1 00 times, and the cell capacity was determined to be 90 mAh. 
55 [0124] The remaining three cells were charged with constant current of 1 000 mA till the cell voltage reached 3.6 V, 
followed by charging with constant current at constant voltage with constant voltage of 3.6 V applied for one hour. The 
cells were then discharged with constant current of 100 mA till the voltage decreased to 1 .6 V. This cycle of charge 
and discharge between 3.6 V and 1.6 V was repeated, and measurement of cell capacity upon the third discharge 
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showed 1 00 mAh (mean value of three cells). 

[0125] Then the capacity was measured by changing the discharge current as 200 mA (2C) : 500 mA (5C), 1000 mA 
(1 0C) and 5000 mA (50C), with the results shown in Table 1 0. Energydensityandpower density of this capacitor were 
16 Wh/I and 700 W/l, respectively. 

[0126] The above cycle was further repeated 100 times, and the cell capacity was determined to be 98 mAh. 



Table 9. 



10 



15 



20 



25 



30 



Cell capacity with various discharge currents (unit: mAh) 


Sample No. 


Discharge current 


2C (180 mA) 


5C (450 mA) 


10C (900 mA) 


50C (4500 mA) 


1 


88 


80 


72 


38 


2 


88 


79 


72 


37 


3 


89 


80 


73 


38 


Average 
(n = 3) 


88 


80 


72 


38 


Table 10. 


Cell capacity with various discharge currents (unit: mAh) 


Sample No 


Discharge current 




2C (200 mA) 


5C (500 mA) 


10C (1000 mA) 


50C (5000 mA) 


4 


98 


88 


80 


43 


5 


96 


87 


78 


44 


6 


96 


87 


79 


42 


Average 
(n=3) 


97 


87 


79 


43 



35 



40 



45 



50 



55 



Comparative Example 5 

[0127] A slurry similar to that of the positive electrode of Example 8 was applied to both surfaces of an aluminum 
foil 20 jim thick that was coated with a carbon-based electro-conductive paste, and was pressed thereby to obtain PAS 
positive electrode and PAS negative electrode 200 |im thick. 

[0128] Six cylindrical cells were made by using the PAS positive electrode (5.4 x 38.0cm 2 ), the PAS negative elec- 
trode (5.6 x 40.0cm 2 ) and a separator made of unwoven paper fabric 50 Jim thick. The weight of the positive electrode 
active material was 0.92 times the weight of the negative electrode active material almost equal. The ratio of capac- 
itance of the negative electrode to that of the positive electrode was 1 since the same active material was used, having 
similar constitution as that of the conventional constitution. A solution prepared by dissolving TEMABF4 (triethylmeth- 
ylammonium tetrafluoroborate) in propylene carbonate in a concentration of 1 .5 mole/I was used as the positive elec- 
trode electrolytic solution. 

[0129] Three out of the six cells were charged with constant current of 1000 mA till the cell voltage reached 2.5 V, 
followed by charging with constant current at constant voltage with constant voltage of 2.5 V applied for one hour. The 
cells were then discharged with constant current of 100 mA till the voltage decreased to 1 .0 V. This cycle of charge 
and discharge between 2.5 V and 1 .0 V was repeated, and measurement of cell capacity upon the third discharge 
showed 50 mAh (mean value of three cells). Energy density and power density of this capacitor were 5.3 Wh/I and 1 0 
Wh/I or less, respectively. 

[0130] The cycle was further repeated 1 00 times with discharge current of 1 00 mA, and the cell capacity was deter- 
mined to be 50 mAh. 

[0131] The remaining three cells were charged with constant current of 1 000 mA till the cell voltage reached 3.3 V, 
followed by charging with constant current at constant voltage with constant voltage of 3.3 V applied for one hour. 
[0132] The cells were then discharged with constant current of 100 mA till the voltage decreased to 1 .6V. This cycle 
of charge and discharge between 3.3 V and 1 .6 V was repeated, and measurement of cell capacity upon the third 
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discharge showed 55 mAh (mean value of three cells) . Energy density and power density of this capacitor were 7.2 
Wh/1 and 10 Wh/I, respectively. 

[0133] The above cycle was further repeated 1 00 times with discharge current of 1 00 mA, and the cell capacity was 
determined to be 25 mAh. 

5 [0134] In a constitution similar to that of the conventional EDLC as in Comparative Example 5, the capacity is less 
than that of Example 7. Although capacity does not decrease in the 2.5 V cycles, considerable decrease in capacity 
occurred in the 3.3 V cycles. 

Example 8 

10 

[01 35] PAS negative electrode having a thickness of 200 [xm similar to that of Example 7 and PAS positive electrode 
having a thickness of 380 jj.m were cut to 5.0 x 7.0 cm 2 , and seven cells were made by stacking the positive electrodes, 
separators and the negative electrodes (five positive electrodes) as shown in Fig. 2 by using polypropylene separators 
having a thickness of 25 um Two negative electrodes disposed on the outside were the negative electrodes described 

15 above being coated on both surfaces with one surface peeled off having a thickness of 120 urn The weight of the 
positive electrode active material was 1 .7 times the weight of the negative electrode active material. Metal lithium foil 
(80 jam, 5.0 x 7.0 cm 2 ) that was pressure-bonded onto a stainless steel mesh having a thickness of 80 u,m was used 
as the metal lithium ; two of which were disposed at the top and bottom of the stacked electrode unit so as to oppose 
the negative electrode. The negative electrodes (two single-sided electrodes and four double-sided electrodes) and 

20 the stainless steel mesh having a metal lithium foil being pressure-bonded thereto were brought into contact with each 
other by welding. 

[0136] After being left to stand at the room temperature for seven days, one of the capacitors was disassembled and 
showed complete disappearance of metal lithium, and accordingly it was considered that such an amount of lithium 
ions as required to achieve an capacitance of 650 F/g per unit weight of the negative electrode active material was 
25 charged beforehand. The ratio of capacitance per unit weight of the negative electrode to that of the positive electrode 
active material was 7.65. 

[0137] Three out of the remaining six cells were charged with constant current of 1 000 mA till the cell voltage reached 
3.3V, followed by charging with constant current at constant voltage with constant voltage of 3.3 V applied for one hour. 
The cells were then discharged with constant current of 1 00 mA till the voltage decreased to 1 .6 V. This cycle of charge 
30 and discharge between 3.3 V and 1.6 V was repeated, and measurement of cell capacity upon the third discharge 
showed 90 mAh (mean value of three cells) . 

[0138] Then the capacity was measured by changing the discharge current as 1 80 mA (2C), 450 mA (5C), 900 mA 
(10C) and 4500 mA (50C), with the results shown in Table 11 . Energy density and power density of this capacitor were 

15 Wh/I and 600 W/l, respectively. 

35 [0139] The above cycle was further repeated 100 times, and the cell capacity was determined to be 90 mAh. 

[0140] The remaining three cells were charged with constant current of 1000 mA till the cell voltage reached 3.6 V, 
followed by charging with constant current at constant voltage with constant voltage of 3. 6 V applied for one hour. The 
cells were then discharged with constant current of 100 mA till the voltage decreased to 1 .6 V. This cycle of charge 
and discharge between 3.6 V and 1.6 V was repeated, and measurement of cell capacity upon the third discharge 

40 showed 100 mAh (mean value of three cells). 

[0141] Then the capacity was measured by changing the discharge current as 200 mA (2C) ; 500 mA (5C), 1 000 mA 
(10C) and 5000 mA (50C), with the results shown in Table 12. Energydensityandpowerdensityof this capacitor were 

16 Wh/I and 700 W/l, respectively. 

[0142] The above cycle was further repeated 100 times, and the cell capacity was determined to be 98 mAh. 

45 

Table 11. 



Cell capacity with various discharge currents (unit: mAh) 


Sample No. 


Discharge current 


2C (180 mA) 


5C (450 mA) 


1 0C (900 mA) 


50C (4500 mA) 


1 


88 


76 


69 


35 


2 


87 


76 


68 


34 


3 


88 


74 


68 


34 


Average 
(n = 3) 


88 


75 


68 


34 
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Table 12. 



Cell capacity with various discharge currents (unit: mAh) 


Sample No. 


Discharge current 


2C (200 mA) 


5C (500 mA) 


10C (1000 mA) 


50C (5000 mA) 


4 


98 


85 


76 


38 


5 


98 


84 


78 


39 


6 


98 


84 


78 


39 


Average 
.(n = 3) 


98 


84 


77 


39 



15 Comparative Example 6 

[0143] Six cells were built similarly to Example 7 except that lithium was not deposited on the negative electrode. 
[0144] Three out of the remaining six batteries were charged with constant current of 1000 mA till the cell voltage 
reached 3.3V, followed by charging with constant current at constant voltage with constant voltage of 3.3 V applied for 
20 one hour. The cells were then discharged with constant current of 1 00 mA till the voltage decreased to 1 .6 V. This cycle 
of charge and discharge between 3.3 V and 1 .6 V was repeated, and measurement of cell capacity upon the third 
discharge showed 30 mAh (mean value of three cells). Energy density of this capacitor was 4.5 Wh/I, less than 1 0 Wh/I. 
[0145] The above cycle was further repeated 1 00 times with discharge current of 1 00 mA, and the cell capacity was 
determined to be 1 0 mAh. 

25 [0146] Sufficient capacity could not be obtained when lithium ion was not deposited on the negative electrode. The 
capacitors also showed significant deterioration after cycles. 

Comparative Example 7 

30 [01 47] Seven cells were built similarly to Example 7 except for using aluminum foil 20 um thick as the positive elec- 
trode collector and copper foil 20 um thick as the negative electrode collector (lithium occupied 7.9% of the surface 
area of the negative electrode). After being left at the room temperature for 20 days, one of the cells was disassembled 
and showed most of the metal lithium remaining. 

[0148] Three out of the six cells were charged with constant current of 1000 mA till the cell voltage reached 3.3 V, 
35 followed by charging with constant current at constant voltage with constant voltage of 3. 3 V applied for one hour. The 
cells were then discharged with constant current of 100 mA till the voltage decreased to 1 .6 V. This cycle of charge 
and discharge between 3.3 V and 1 .6 V was repeated, and measurement of cell capacity upon the third discharge 
showed 32 mAh (mean value of three cells). Energy density of this capacitor was 4.8 Wh/l, less than 10 Wh/i. 
[0149] The above cycle was further repeated 1 00 times with discharge current of 1 00 mA, and the cell capacity was 
determined to be 12 mAh. 

[0150] Lithium ion could not be deposited on the negative electrode and sufficient capacity could not be obtained 
when metal foils were used for the collectors and metal lithium was disposed so as to oppose the negative electrode. 
The capacitors also showed significant deterioration after cycles. 

45 Example 9 

[0151] Seven cylindrical cells were built similarly to Example 7 by using the positive electrode and the negative 
electrode similar to those of Example 7, laminating metal lithium having a thickness of 32 u,m and measuring 5.6 x 
31 .0 cm 2 on one surface of the negative electrode and using separator made of polyethylene having a thickness of 25 
50 urn. Lithium occupied 50% of the surface area of the negative electrode. After being left to stand at the room temperature 
for seven days, one of the cells was disassembled and showed complete disappearance of metal lithium. The ratio of 
the weight of the active material and the ratio of capacitance of the positive electrode to the negative electrode were 
similar to those of Example 7. 

[01 52] Three out of the remaining six cells were charged with constant current of 1 000 mA till the cell voltage reached 
55 3.3 v, followed by charging with constant current at constant voltage with constant voltage of 3.3 V applied for one 
hour. The cells were then discharged with constant current of 1 00 mA till the voltage decreased to 1 .6 V. This cycle of 
charge and discharge between 3.3 V and 1 .6 V was repeated, and measurement of cell capacity upon the third dis- 
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charge showed 90 mAh (mean value of three celts) . Energy density was 15 Wh/I. 

[01 53] Although the organic electrolytic capacitor of Example 9 has a high energy density, it is very difficult to laminate 
the lithium foil having a thickness of 33 jam which is the lowest limit of metal lithium that can be processed in mass 
production process onto the front surf ace of the negative electrode. 

[01 54] Accordingly, the methods of depositing lithium shown in Examples 7 and 8 are preferable for the convenience 
of manufacturing because of high degree of freedom in the cell design. 

Example 10 

[0155] Seven cells were built similarly to Example 7 except that the positive electrode collector was used without 
coating with carbon-based electrically conductive coating material. After being left to stand at the room temperature 
for seven days, one of the cells was disassembled and showed complete disappearance of metal lithium. The ratio of 
the weight of the active material and the ratio of capacitance of the positive. electrode to the negative electrode were 
similar to those of Example 7. 

[01 56] Three out of the remaining six cells were charged with constant current of 1 000 mA till the cell voltage reached 
3. 3 V, followed by charging with constant current at constant voltage with constant voltage of 3.3 V applied for one 
hour. The cells were then discharged with constant current of 100 mA till the voltage decreased to 1 .6 V. This cycle of 
charge and discharge between 3.3 V and 1 .6 V was repeated, and measurement of cell capacity upon the third dis- 
charge showed 85 mAh (mean value of three cells) . 

[01 57] Then the capacity was measured by changing the discharge current as 170 mA (2C), 425 mA (5C), 850 mA 
(10C) and 4250 mA (50C), with the results shown in Table 13. Energy density and power density of this capacitor were 
12 Wh/I and 110 W/l, respectively. 

[0158] The above cycle was further repeated 1 00 times, and the cell capacity was determined to be 83 mAh. 
[0159] The remaining three ceils were charged with constant current of 1 000 mA till the cell voltage reached 3.6 V, 
followed by charging with constant current at constant voltage with constant voltage of 3. 6 V applied for one hour. The 
cells were then discharged with constant cu rrent of 1 00 mA till the voltage decreased to 1 .6 V. This cycle of charge and 
discharge between 3.6 V and 1 .6 V was repeated, and measurement of cell capacity upon the third discharge showed 
95 mAh (mean value of three cells). 

[0160] Then the capacity was measured by changing the discharge current as 190 mA (2C), 475 mA (5C), 950 mA 
(10C) and 4750 mA (50C), with the results shown in Table 14. Energy density and power density of this capacitor were 
15 Wh/l and 130 W/l, respectively. 

[0161] The above cycle was further repeated 1 00 times, and the cell capacity was determined to be 92 mAh. 



Table 13. 



Cell capacity with various discharge currents (unit: mAh) 


Sample No. 


Discharge current 


2C (170 mA) 


5C (425 mA) 


10C (850 mA) 


50C (4250 mA) 


1 


83 


70 


55 


0 


2 


82 


70 


54 


0 


3 


82 


69 


53 


0 


Average 
(n = 3) 


82 


70 


54 


0 



Table 14. 



Cell capacity with various discharge currents (unit: mAh) 


Sample No. 


Discharge current 




2C (190 mA) 


5C (475 mA) 


1 0C (950 mA) 


50C (4750 mA) 


4 


92 


82 


66 


0 


5 


93 


82 


67 


0 


6 


93 


81 


65 


0 
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Table 14. (continued) 



Cell capacity with various discharge currents (unit: mAh) 


Sample No. 


Discharge current 


2C (190 mA) 


5C (475 mA) 


10C (950 mA) 


50C (4750 mA) 


Average 
(n = 3) 


93 


82 


66 


0 



[0162] As in this example, a high energy density can be achieved with discharge of 2C class, without coating the 
positive electrode collector with carbon-based electro-conductive paste. In order to achieve high output characteristic 
beyond 500 W/l, it is desirable to coat the positive electrode collector with the carbon-based electro-conductive paste 
similarly to Examples 7 to 9. 

Example 11 

[0163] Aluminum foil 40 u.m thick was coated with carbon-based electrically conductive coating material by gravure 
printing on both surfaces thereof and dried, then expanded so that the porosity becomes 50%. The positive electrode 
was made similarly to Example 7 except for using the expanded metal thus obtained as the positive electrode collector. 
Seven cells were built by using the electrodes described above. After being left to stand at the room temperature for 
seven days, one of the capacitors was disassembled and showed complete disappearance of metal lithium. The ratio 
of the weight of the active material and the ratio of capacitance of the positive electrode to the negative electrode were 
similar to those of Example 7. 

[01 64] Three out of the remaining six cells were charged with constant current of 1 000 mA till the cell voltage reached 
3.3 V, followed by charging with constant current at constant voltage with constant voltage of 3.3 V applied for one 
hour. The cells were then discharged with constant current of 1 00 mA till the voltage decreased to 1 .6 V. This cycle of 
charge and discharge between 3.3 V and 1 .6 V was repeated, and measurement of cell capacity upon the third dis- 
charge showed 90 mAh (mean value of three cells) . 

[0165] Then the capacity was measured by changing the discharge current as 180 mA (2C), 450 mA (5C), 900 mA 
(1 0C) and 4500 mA (50C), with the results shown in Table 1 5. Energy density and power density of this capacitor were 

15 Wh/I and 600 W/l, respectively. 

[0166] The above cycle was further repeated 100 times, and the cell capacity was determined to be 89 mAh. 
[0167] The remaining three cells were charged with constant current of 1000 mA till the cell voltage reached 3.6 V, 
followed by charging with constant current at constant voltage with constant voltage of 3.6 V applied for one hour. The 
cells were then discharged with constant current of 100 mA till the voltage decreased to 1 .6 V. This cycle of charge 
and discharge between 3.6 V and 1.6 V was repeated, and measurement of cell capacity upon the third discharge 
showed 100 mAh (mean value of three cells). 

[0168] Then the capacity was measured by changing the discharge current as 200 mA (2C), 500 mA (5C), 1 000 mA 
(10C) and 5000 mA (50C), with the results shown in Table 16. Energy density and power density of this capacitor were 

16 Wh/I and 700 W/l, respectively, 

[0169] The above cycle was further repeated 100 times, and the cell capacity was determined to be 99 mAh. 



Table 15. 



Cell capacity with various discharge currents (unit: mAh) 


Sample No. 


Discharge current 


2C (180 mA) 


5C (450 mA) 


10C (900 mA) 


50C (4500 mA) 


1 


89 


81 


72 


37 


2 


88 


79 


73 


37 


3 


89 


80 


74 


38 


Average 
<n = 3) 


89 


80 


73 


37 
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Table 16. 



Cell capacity with various discharge currents (unit: mAh) 


Sample No. 


Discharge current 


2C (200 mA) 


5C (500 mA) 


10C (1000 mA) 


50C (5000 mA) 


4 


97 


88 


79 


43 


5 


96 


88 


78 


43 


6 


96 


87 


79 


42 


Average 

(n = 3) 


96 


88 


79 


43 



*s [0170] The method of this example is convenient for the manufacturing process, provides a high degree of freedom 
and is preferably used in mass production. 

Example 12 

20 [01 71 ] Seven cells were built similarly to Example 8 except for coating an expanded metal made of copper, used as 
the negative electrode collector, with carbon-based electro-conductive paste. After being left to stand at the room 
temperature for seven days, one of the capacitors was disassembled and showed complete disappearance of metal 
lithium, and it was considered that such an amount of lithium as required to achieve an capacitance of 650 F/g per unit 
weight of the negative electrode active material was charged beforehand. The ratio of the weight of the active material 

25 and the ratio of capacitance of the positive electrode to the negative electrode were similar to those of Example 8. 

[01 72] Three out of the remaining six cells were charged with constant current of 1 000 mA till the eel! voltage reached 
3.3V, followed by charging with constant current at constant voltage with constant voltage of 3.3 V applied for one hour. 
The cells were then discharged with constant current of 100 mA till the cell voltage decreased to 1 .6 V. This cycle of 
charge and discharge between 3.3 V and 1 .6 V was repeated, and measurement of cell capacity upon the third dis- 

30 charge showed 90 mAh (mean value of three cells). 

[0173] Then the capacity was measured by changing the discharge current as 1 80 mA (2C) : 450 mA (5C), 900 mA 
(1 0C) and 4500 mA (50C), with the results shown in Table 1 7. Energy density and power density of this capacitor were 

15 Wh/I and 650 W/l, respectively. 

[0174] The above cycle was further repeated 1 00 times, and the cell capacity was determined to be 90 mAh. 

35 [0175] The remaining three cells were charged with constant current of 1 000 mA till the cell voltage reached 3.6 V, 
followed by charging with constant current at constant voltage with constant voltage of 3.6 V applied for one hour. The 
cells were then discharged with constant current of 1 00 mA till the cell voltage decreased to 1 .6 V. This cycle of charge 
and discharge between 3.6 V and 1.6 V was repeated, and measurement of cell capacity upon the third discharge 
showed 1 00 mAh (mean value of three cells) . 

40 [0176] Then the capacity was measured by changing the discharge current as 200 mA (2C), 500 mA (5C), 1 000 mA 
(1 0C) and 5000 mA (50C), with the results shown in Table 1 8. Energy density and power density of this capacitor were 

16 Wh/I and 750 W/l, respectively. 

[0177] The above cycle was further repeated 100 times, and the cell capacity was determined to be 99 mAh. 
45 Table 17. 



Cell capacity with various discharge currents (unit: mAh) 


Sample No. 


Discharge current 


2C (180 mA) 


5C (450 mA) 


10C (900 mA) 


50C (4500 mA) 


1 


89 


80 


72 


37 


2 


89 


80 


72 


38 


3 


90 


81 


73 


40 


Average 
(n = 3) 


89 


80 


72 


38 
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Table 18. 



Cell capacity with various discharge currents (unit: mAh) 


Sample No. 


Discharge current 


2C (200 mA) 


5C (500 mA) 


10C (1000 mA) 


50C (5000 mA) 


4 


97 


89 


79 


43 


5 


98 


89 


80 


42 


6 


96 


88 


78 


42 


Average 
(n = 3) 


97 


89 


79 


42 



1* Example 13 

[0178] Copper foil 30 urn thick was coated with carbon-based electro-conductive paste by gravure printing on both 
surfaces thereof and dried, then expanded so that the porosity of 50% was obtained. Seven cells were built similarly 
to Example 12 except for using the expanded metal thus obtained as the negative electrode collector. After being left 
20 to stand at the room temperature for seven days, one of the capacitors was disassembled and showed complete 
disappearance of metal lithium. The ratio of the weight of the active material and the ratio of capacitance of the positive 
electrode to the negative electrode were similar to those of Example 8. 

[01 79] Three out of the remaining six cells were charged with constant current of 1 000 mA till the cell voltage reached 
3.3 V, followed by charging with constant current at constant voltage with constant voltage of 3.3 V applied for one 
25 hour. The cells were then discharged with constant current of 1 00 mA till the voltage decreased to 1 ,6 V. This cycle of 
charge and discharge between 3.3 V and 1.6 V was repeated, and measurement of cell capacity upon the third dis- 
charge showed 90 mAh (mean value of three cells) . 

[0180] Then the capacity was measured by changing the discharge current as 1 80 mA (2C), 450 mA (5C), 900 mA 
(1 0C) and 4500 mA (50C), with the results shown in Table 1 9. Energy density and power density of this capacitor were 

30 1 5 Wh/I and 650 W/l, respectively. 

[0181] The above cycle was further repeated 100 times, and the cell capacity was determined to be 90 mAh. 
[0182] The remaining three cells were charged with constant current of 1 000 mA till the cell voltage reached 3.6 V, 
followed by charging with constant current at constant voltage with constant voltage of 3.6 V applied for one hour. The 
cells were then discharged with constant current of 100 mA till the voltage decreased to 1 .6 V. This cycle of charge 

35 and discharge between 3.6 V and 1.6 V was repeated, and measurement of cell capacity upon the third discharge 
showed 100 mAh (mean value of three cells). 

[0183] Then the capacity was measured by changing the discharge current as 200 mA (2C), 500 mA (5C), 1 000 mA 
(10C) and 5000 mA (50C), with the results shown in Table 20. Energy density and power density of this capacitor were 
16 Wh/I and 750 W/l, respectively. 
40 [0184] The above cycle was further repeated 100 times, and the cell capacity was determined to be 98 mAh. 



Table 19. 



Cell capacity with various discharge currents (unit: mAh) 


Sample No, 


Discharge current 


2C (180 mA) 


5C (450 mA) 


1 0C (900 mA) 


50C (4500 mA) 


1 


89 


80 


73 


37 


2 


88 


80 


71 


38 


3 


88 


81 


71 


38 


Average 
(n = 3) 


88 


80 


72 


38 



55 
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Table 20. 



Cell capacity with various discharge currents (unit: mAh) 


Sample No. 


Discharge current 


2C (200 mA) 


5C (500 mA) 


10C (1000 mA) 


50C (5000 mA) 


4 


97 


88 


77 


41 


5 


97 


89 


79 


42 


6 


96 


87 


78 


42 


Average 
(n = 3) 


97 


88 


78 


42 



*5 Example 14 

[0185] PAS positive electrode to (5,4 x 29.0 cm 2 ) and PAS negative electrode to (5.6 x 31 .0 cm 2 ) were obtained 
similarly to Example 7. The positive electrode and the negative electrode were wound via a separator made of poly- 
ethylene having a thickness of 25 u,m, and fastened by means of a tape made of polypropylene having a porosity of 

20 40% that was wound around the circumference of the roll as shown in Fig. 6. 

[0186] The tape was wound over the entire the circumference. Further as shown in Fig. 6, a stainless steel mesh 
provided with metal lithium foil (200 ujti, 5.6 x 4.9 cm 2 ) pressure-bonded thereon was wound around the roll (6 in Fig. 
6) . Negative electrode terminal (2") and lithium terminal (4") were welded and put into the outer casing thereby building 
seven cylindrical capacitors similarly to Example 7. After being left to stand at the room temperature for seven days, 

25 one of the capacitors was disassembled and showed complete disappearance of metal lithium. The ratio of the weight 
of the active material and the ratio of electrostatic capacity of the positive electrode to the negative electrode were 
similar to those of Example 7. 

[0187] Three out of the remaining six cells were charged with constant current of 1 000 mA till the cell voltage reached 
3.3V, followed by charging with constant current at constant voltage with constant voltage of 3.3 V applied for one hour. 
30 The cells were then discharged with constant current of 1 00 mA till the voltage decreased to 1 .6 V. This cycle of charge 
and discharge between 3.3 V and 1.6 V was repeated, and measurement of cell capacity upon the third discharge 
showed 90 mAh (mean value of three cells). 

[0188] Then the capacity was measured by changing the discharge current as 1 80 mA (2C), 450 mA (5C), 900 mA 
(1 0C) and 4500 mA (50C), with the results shown in Table 21 . Energy density and power density of this capacitor were 

35 1 5 Wh/I and 600 W/l, respectively. 

[0189] The above cycle was further repeated 100 times, and the cell capacity was determined to be 89 mAh. 
[0190] The remaining three cells were charged with constant current of 1000 mAto cell voltage of 3.6 V, followed by 
charging with constant current at constant voltage with constant voltage of 3.6 V applied for one hour. The cells were 
then discharged with constant current of 1 00 mA till the voltage decreased to 1 .6 V. This cycle of charge and discharge 

40 between 3.6 V and 1 .6 V was repeated, and measurement of cell capacity upon the third discharge showed 1 00 mAh 
(mean value of three cells). 

[0191] Then the capacity was measured by changing the discharge current as 200 mA (2C), 500 mA (5C), 1000 mA 
(10C) and 5000 mA (50C) ; with the resultsshowninTable22. Energydensityandpowerdensityofthiscapacitor were 16 
Wh/I and 700 W/l, respectively. 
45 [0192] The above cycle was further repeated 100 times, and the cell capacity was determined to be 98 mAh. 



Table 21 . 



Cell capacity with various discharge currents (unit: mAh) 


Sample No. 


Discharge current 


2C (180 mA) 


5C (450 mA) 


1 0C (900 mA) 


50C (4500 mA) 


1 


89 


80 


74 


37 




2 


89 


79 


73 


38 


3 


88 


81 


72 


38 
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Table 21 . (continued) 



Cell capacity with various discharge currents (unit: mAh) 


Sample No. 


Discharge current 


2C (180 mA) 


5C (450 mA) 


10C (900 mA) 


50C (4500 mA) 


Average 
(n = 3) 


89 


80 


73 


38 



Table 22. 



Cell capacity with various discharge currents (unit: mAh) 


Sample No. 


Discharge current 


2C (200 mA) 


5C (500 mA) 


10C (1000 mA) 


50C (5000 mA) 


4 


96 


88 


78 


43 


5 


97 


87 


78 


42 


6 


96 


88 


79 


42 


Average 
(n = 3) 


96 


88 


78 


42 



Comparative Example 8 

[01 93] Seven cylindrical capacitors were built similarly to Example 1 2 except for using a tape made of polypropylene 
with 0% porosity as the fastening tape that was wound around the circumference. After being left to stand at the room 
temperature for seven days, one of the capacitors was disassembled and showed that most of the metal lithium re- 
mained. 

[0194] Three out of the remaining six cells were charged with constant current of 1 000 mA till the cell voltage reached 
3.3V, followed by charging with constant current at constant voltage with constant voltage of 3.3 V applied for one hour. 
The cells were then discharged with constant current of 1 00 mA till the voltage decreased to 1 .6 V. This cycle of charge 
and discharge between 3.3 V and 1.6 V was repeated, and measurement of cell capacity upon the third discharge 
showed 34 mAh (mean value of three cells) . Energy density of this capacitor was 4.8 Wh/l, less than 10 Wh/l. 
[0195] The above cycle was further repeated 1 00 times with discharge current of 1 00 mA, and the cell capacity was 
determined to be 13 mAh. 

[0196] In case the tape having 0% porosity was used as the electrode fastening tape stuck on the front surface and 
lithium was deposited thereon, lithium could not be deposited on the negative electrode and sufficient capacity could 
not be obtained. The capacitors also showed significant deterioration after cycles. 

[0197] Use of the porous material for the fastening tape makes it possible to separate the process of preparing the 
electrode roll (6) and the process of depositing lithium as shown in Example 14 (as for Example 7, lithium is pressure- 
bonded onto the negative electrode collector and therefore winding of the electrodes and deposition of lithium are 
carried out in the same process), thus providing higher degree of freedom in the manufacturing process. 

Example 15 

[0198] Seven cells were built similarly to Example 7 except for using a solution prepared by dissolving LiPF 6 in a 
solvent prepared by mixing ethylene carbonate, diethyl carbonate and propylene carbonate in proportions of 3: 4: 1, 
in a concentration of 1 mole/l was used as the electrolytic solution. After being left to stand at the room temperature 
for seven days, one of the capacitors was disassembled and showed complete disappearance of metal lithium. The 
ratio of the weight of the active material and the ratio of capacitance of the positive electrode to the negative electrode 
were similar to those of Example 7. 

[0199] Three out of the remaining six cells were charged with constant current of 1 000 mA till the cell voltage reached 
3. 3 V, followed by charging with constant current at constant voltage with constant voltage of 3.3 V applied for one 
hour. The cells were then discharged with constant current of 1 00 mA till the voltage decreased to 1 .6 V. This cycle of 
charge and discharge between 3.3 V and 1 .6 V was repeated, and measurement of cell capacity upon the third dis- 
charge showed 90 mAh (mean value of three cells) . 
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[0200] Then the capacity was measured by changing the discharge current as 1 80 mA (2C) : 450 mA (5C), 900 mA 
(10C) and 4500 mA (50C), with the results shown in Table 23. Energy density and power density of this capacitor were 

15 Wh/i and 650 W/l, respectively. 

[0201] The above cycle was further repeated 1 00 times, and the cell capacity was determined to be 89 mAh. 
[0202] The remaining three cells were charged with constant current of 1000 mA till the cell voltage reached 3.6 V, 
followed by charging with constant current at constant voltage with constant voltage of 3. 6 V applied for one hour. The 
cells were then discharged with constant current of 1 00 mA till the voltage decreased to 1 .6 V. This cycle of charge 
and discharge between 3.6 V and 1.6 V was repeated, and measurement of cell capacity upon the third discharge 
showed 1 00 mAh (mean value of three cells). 

[0203] Then the capacity was measured by changing the discharge current as 200 mA (2C), 500 mA (5C), 1 000 mA 
(1 0C) and 5000 mA (50C), with the results shown in Table 24. Energy density and power density of this capacitor were 

16 Wh/I and 750 W/l, respectively. 

[0204] The above cycle was further repeated 1 00 times, and the cell capacity was determined to be 98 mAh. 



Table 23. 



Cell capacity with various discharge currents (unit: mAh) 


Sample No. 


Discharge current 


2C (180 mA) 


5C (450 mA) 


10C (900 mA) 


50C (4500 mA) 


1 


89 


82 


75 


43 


2 


88 


82 


76 


42 


3 


88 


80 


74 


42 


Average 
(n = 3) 


88 


81 


75 


42 



Table 24 



Cell capacity with various discharge currents (unit: mAh) 


Sample No. 


Discharge current 


2C (200 mA) 


5C (500 mA) 


10C (1000 mA) 


50C (5000 mA) 


4 


96 


89 


81 


48 


5 


97 


90 


83 


47 


6 


96 


90 


82 


47 


Average 
(n = 3) 


96 


90 


82 


47 



Example 16 

[0205] A cell similar to that of Example 1 5 and a cell similar to that of Example 7 were built. After being left to stand 
at the room temperature for seven days, the capacitors were subjected to 3.3 V-1.6 V cycles similarly to Example 15 
to measure the initial capacity (1st cycle) and the cell capacity after repeating 10000 cycles, with the results shown in 
Table 25. 



Table 25 



No. 


Example 1 5 


Example 1 7 


1 


89 


90 


10000 


78 


46 



[0206] In was found that, compared to the capacitor that employs propylene carbonate only, the capacitor that uses 
the solution prepared by dissolving LiPF 6 in a solvent prepared by mixing ethylene carbonate, diethyl carbonate and 
propylene carbonate in proportions of 3:4:1 , in a concentration of 1 mole/I as the electrolytic solution showed higher 
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ratio of capacity retained after 10000 cycles. 
Example 1 7 

5 [0207] Seven cylindrical capacitors were built similarly to Example 7 except for using unwoven fabric of cellulose/ 
rayon-based fiber having a thickness of 25 |im and a porosity of 60% as the separator. After being left to stand at the 
room temperature for seven days, one of the capacitors was disassembled and showed complete disappearance of 
metal lithium. The ratio of the weight of the active material and the ratio of capacitance of the positive electrode to the 
negative electrode were similar to those of Example 7. 

w [0208] Three out of the remaining six cells were charged with constant current of 1000 mA till the cell voltage reached 
3.3 V, followed by charging with constant current at constant voltage with constant voltage of 3.3 V applied for one 
hour. The cells were then discharged with constant current of 1 00 mA till the voltage decreased to 1 .6 V. This cycle of 
charge and discharge between 3.3 V and 1 .6 V was repeated, and measurement of cell capacity upon the third dis* 
charge showed 90 mAh (mean value of three cells). 

15 [0209] Then the capacity was measured by changing the discharge current as 180 mA (2C) : 450 mA (5C), 900 mA 
(10C) and 4500 mA (50C), with the results shown in Table 26. Energy density and power density of this capacitor were 

15 Wh/I and 650 W/l, respectively 

[0210] The above cycle was further repeated 1 00 times, and the cell capacity was determined to be 89 mAh. 
[0211] The remaining three cells were charged with constant current of 1 000 mA till the cell voltage reached 3.6 V, 
20 followed by charging with constant current at constant voltage with constant voltage of 3.6 V applied for one hour. The 
cells were then discharged with constant current of 100 mA till the voltage decreased to 1 .6 V. This cycle of charge 
and discharge between 3.6 V and 1.6 V was repeated, and measurement of cell capacity upon the third discharge 
showed 1 00 mAh (mean value of three cells). 

[0212] Then the capacity was measured by changing the discharge current as 200 mA (2C) : 500 mA (5C), 1000 mA 
25 (1 0C) and 5000 mA (50C), with the results shown in Table 27. Energy density and power density of this capacitor were 

16 Wh/I and 750 W/l, respectively. 

[0213] The above cycle was further repeated 1 00 times, and the cell capacity was determined to be 98 mAh. 



Table 26. 



Cell capacity with various discharge currents (unit: mAh) 


Sample No. 


Discharge current 


2C (180 mA) 


5C (450 mA) 


10C (900 mA) 


50C (4500 mA) 


1 


89 


81 


74 


42 


2 


87 


80 


74 


41 


3 


88 


81 


74 


41 


Average 
(n = 3) 


88 


81 


74 


41 



Table 27. 



Cell capacity with various discharge currents (unit: mAh) 


Sample No. 


Discharge current 


2C (200 mA) 


5C (500 mA) 


10C (1000 mA) 


50C (5000 mA) 


4 


96 


88 


80 


45 


5 


97 


90 


81 


45 


6 


97 


89 


81 


46 


Average 

(n=3) 


97 


89 


81 


45 
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Claims 

1 . An organic electrolytic capacitor comprising a positive electrode, a negative electrode and an aprotic organic sol- 
vent of a lithium salt as an electrolytic solution, wherein a positive electrode active material is an active material 
capable of reversibly holding lithium ions and anions, a negative electrode active material is an active material 
capable of reversibly holding lithium ions, capacitance per unit weight of the negative electrode active material is 
three times or higher as capacitance per unit weight of the positive electrode active material, the weight of the 
positive electrode active material is larger than the weight of the negative electrode active material , and the negative 
electrode is provided with lithium ions deposited thereon in advance. 

2. The organic electrolytic capacitor according to claim 1 , which is characterized by such a cell constitution as the 
positive electrode and the negative electrode are wound or stacked in three or more layers. 

3. The organic electrolytic capacitor according to claim 1 or 2, wherein a positive electrode collector and a negative 
electrode collector have through holes that penetrate the thickness thereof so that lithium ions are deposited on 
the negative electrode in the cell through electrochemical contact of metal lithium and the negative electrode. 

4. The organic electrolytic capacitor according to claim 3, wherein metal lithium is disposed so as to oppose the 
negative electrode or the positive electrode. 

5. The organic electrolytic capacitor according to any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein a withstanding voltage of the 
capacitor is higher than 3.3 V. 

6. The organic electrolytic capacitor according to any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein the positive electrode collector is 
coated with a carbon-based electro-conductive paste on the surface thereof. 

7. The organic electrolytic capacitor according to any one of claims 1 to 6, wherein the negative electrode collector 
is coated with a carbon-based electrically conductive coating material on the surface thereof. 

8. The organic electrolytic capacitor according to any one of claims 3 to 7, wherein the positive electrode collector 
foil surface is coated with a carbon-based electro-conductive paste and then punched or expanded so as to form 
through holes that penetrate the thickness thereof. 

9. The organic electrolytic capacitor according to any one of claims 3 to 8, wherein the negative electrode collector 
foil surface is coated with a carbon-based electrically conductive coating material and then punched or expanded 
so as to form through holes that penetrate the thickness thereof. 

10. The organic electrolytic capacitor according to any one of claims 3 to 9, wherein the positive electrode and the 
negative electrode are wound or stacked via a separator to build a cell, while the stack or roll is fastened by means 
of a porous tape. 

11. The organic electrolytic capacitor according to any one of claims 1 to 10, wherein the aprotic organic solvent is 
amixture of ethylene carbonate, diethyl carbonate and propylene carbonate, while a proportion of propylene car- 
bonate is 25% by weight or less of the whole and a ratio of ethylene carbonate to diethyl carbonate is in a range 
from 70/30 to 30/70. 

12. The organic electrolytic capacitor according to any one of claims 1 to 11 , wherein a thickness of the separator is 
in a range from 4% to 1 5% of the total thickness of the positive electrode and the negative electrode, and a porosity 
of the separator is in a range from 50% to 80%. 

1 3. A organic electrolytic capacitor wherein the negative electrode active material according to any one of claims 1 to 
1 2 is an insoluble and infusible substrate that is obtained by applying a heat treatment to an aromatic condensation 
polymer and has a polyacene skeletal structure in which a ratio of hydrogen atoms to carbon atoms is in a range 
from 0.50 to 0.05. 
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Fig. 1 




Fig. 2 
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Fig. 3 
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Fig . 4 
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Fig . 5 
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Fig . 6 
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